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6-7 Grades: First Place

by Brianna Routh, Grade 7
Parkview Middle School, Ankeny
Sponsoring teachers: Nick Pauly & Amy Akers

Somemay say sheisvisionary, somecall her teacher. She may be considered powerful or humble, till
otherswould call her asaint. | would call her pure stone. Not any ordinary stonethough, sheisagem, a
ruby or adiamond. Whatever sheis, ThelmaVolger should always be considered atreasure that our
society cannot afford to forget.

Thelmahas spent most of her liferight hereinlowa. Shegrew upinthesmall town of Muscatine. After
getting her undergraduate degreein music, shewent onto get her Ph.D. inmusic at the University of lowa.
Thelma, now Dr. Volger, then went back to Muscatinewith her husband. Whileraising her children, she
worked in programming at her husband'sloca radio station. Shewasa so amother full of energy asachoir
director for her church, founder and leader of the boys' choir, aGirl Scoutsleader, agardener, an artist
withtheloveof pastels, and no doubt an extraordinary pianist. Her children say shewasgreat at making
paper dollsaswell as creating storiesto go along with them!

Thelmawent to southern Australiafor twenty yearswhen shewasin her fifties. During that timeshe
worked with autistic people, both children and adults, hel ping them to speak for thefirst timeintheir lives.
She also applied for and received government grantsto devel op some of her educational ideasfor an
academy of music.

Thelmahasdone many thingsfor her community. First and foremost, in 1997 shefounded the Ankeny
Academy of Music. The Academy offersmany different instrumental lessonssuch asflute, brass, and harp
lessons. Dr. Volger isthe piano and pre-piano instructor. She has such alarge number of piano students
that they are splitinto six levels. Along with piano, sheteachesatheory classonceaweek for al of the
differentlevels.

The Ankeny Academy of Music hasother activitieslikeachildren’schoir and free concertsperformed
by professional musicians. Dr. Volger a so workswith autistic children and their parents. She hastaught
severa children, around the ages of three and four, how to speak by teaching them first to sing something,
then speak it. In addition, Thelmaisstarting aprogram that givesat risk teensachanceto play different
instruments. Thelmahas|ikewise been recognized by thelowa Composers Forum for her compositionson
thepiano. In my opinion, the Ankeny Academy of Music hasturned into one of the best music programs
inlowa, and hassomeextremely ddightful staff .

Dr. ThelmaVolger hasplayed abigrolein my lifethese past few years. She hasnot only helped me
with playing the piano, but she hasbeen my rolemodel. | admire how much sheislikeastoneinthat she
letsnothing get in her way and she always sticksto what shethinksisright. Plus, Thelmaislikeagem
because her beliefshel p peopleto learn thingsthat make them become better people. Shehasinspired me
with her kindnessand generosity toward thelessfortunate. I hopeto follow in her footstepsto makethis
world abetter placefor everyone. Thelmahas shown me how music can enhancetheworld, making it
morebeautiful. Sheistreasured by al who havelearned from her. Hopefully they can passon her sparkle
to the peoplewhoselivesthat they touch, so Dr. ThelmaVolger will beremembered by our society forever.
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6-7 Grades: Second Place

by Kathryn M. Skilton, Grade 6
Nashua Elementary
Sponsoring teacher: Brian Ortman

Throughout history there have been stories of great women who haveinfluenced law, medicine, and
modern technology. Aswerecord these great women’ s stories, we seem to forget about thewomen, who
next to parents and teachers, have affected children livesthe most. While not famous or honored, the
baby-gitter hasagreat impact onthelivesof children.

Theterm* baby-ditter,” describesaperson who takes care of children whiletheir parentsarebusy. In
thesmall community of Nashua, |owa, one baby-sitter hasbecome so much more, not only to the children
shecaresfor, but dsotother families. Her nameisAlice Schilling.

Alicehasbeen caring for children since an early age; the oldest of six she helped raise her younger
sblings. After shemarried, sheand her husband, Willie Schilling, raised six children of their own. Always
busy, Aliceheld other jobs, including working at alocal store and managing the country club, beforethe
femaledoctor intown asked her to take over ashousekeeper/nanny for her children. Later, shewasasked
to start adaycare business out of her home.

At age 67, thegrandmother of thirteen and great-grandmother of one, Aliceishelping raise another
generation of children. Besidescaring for them, sheteachesthelittieonestheir ABC's, colors, and numbers.
Shehelpstheolder childrenwiththeir homework. All learn manners. Thereisalwayssomething goingon
at Alice'shouse.

Baking, sewing, needleworking, woodworking, painting, creating plays, puppet shows, dances, movies
and songs, aswell as sports activitiesand animal care make up the curriculum at Alice’ shouse. She
encouragesthe children to read by keeping alibrary of her own and sending the older onesto thecity
library. Her yardisfull of play equipment and great placesto explore. During the summer, her garageisa
craft center, workshop, and stage.

Alicesaysshetreatsall the children who comethrough her house asif they were her own. No matter
how old or young they are, dl thechildren at Alice' saretreated likefamily. Theolder children helpthe
younger ones. Although Alice saysshe doesnot know al therules, she saysthechildren do, and help keep
each other inline. Oneof the biggest threatsaparent can makeis, “ Do you want meto call Alice?’

Alice shouseisin aperfect |ocation, between the elementary and high schoolsin Nashua, for children
cometo her house before and after school. Older children who have graduated” from Alice'sshow upfor
snacksand to usethetel ephone after sports practice or school activities Their friends arewel come, too.

Alicekeepstrack of her “kids’ and seemsto awaysknow wherethey are and what they are doing.
Sheisadwaystherewhen someoneneedsher. She hasbeen with usfor birthsand deathsof family members,
happy timesand sad. When Alice' shusband was diagnosed with cancer, she set an amazing example by
showing strength and hel ping usdeal with hisillnessand hisdegth.

Aliceisproud of her roleasbaby-sitter. When my older sister wasin an automobile accident recently,
sherushed to the sceneto stay with my little sister and me, and then went to theemergency roomwith my
mother. Asked if she wasthe grandmother, her reply was, “No, I’ m the baby-sitter.” That said it all.
Although Alicemay not bethe most important personin history, sheisimportant to me. | am honoredto be
oneof Alice’s“kids.”




6-7 Grades: Third Place

by Lauren Davidson, Grade 6
Roosevelt Middle School, Cedar Rapids
Sponsoring teacher: Dianna Geers

Arabella Mansfield: First Woman Lawyer

Not enough peopleareaware of theextent of women'’s contributionsto society. To recognizewomen's
heritage and contributions, the lowa Commiss on on the Status of Women (ICSW) established thelowa
Women'sHall of Famein 1975. Each year the|CSW and the Governor welcome 4 womeninto the Hall
of Fame, paying tributeto them and recognizing them asrole model sfor others.

In 1980, the ICSW inducted 4 new women, ArabellaMansfield, Rosa Cunningham, Mary Grefeand
CatherineWilliams. | would liketotell you moreabout one of thesewomen, Belle AureliaBabb.

Bellewasborn onafarm at Sperry Station in DesMoines County (outskirtsof Burlington) lowaon
May 23, 1846. Shewasthe second child of Milesand Mary Moyer Babb. Her older brother, Washington
Irving Babb wasborn Oct. 2,1842.

Belle' sfather left lowain 1850, hoping tofind goldin California. Her father was superintendent of the
Bay State Mining Company. In 1852, when Bellewas 6 years old, her father waskilled inamining
accident (cave-in). In 1860, Belle smother moved her two children to Mount Pleasant, lowa, because she
wanted them to have agood education.

In 1866 Belle graduated from owa Wesleyan University (she wasnow known as Arabella), and
becameateacher at Simpson Collegein Indianola, lowa. There shetaught Political Science, Englishand
Higtory, until her marriagein 1868 to Jonn Mansfield, aprofessor of Natural History. In 1869 she began
teaching at lowaWed eyan where shetaught Englishand History. At thissametime, Belle began to study
law with her husband, John. Both Belle and John applied to get into the lowabar in 1869. She was
“admitted tothelowaBar under astatue providing that * any whitemaeperson’ withtherequistequdifications
should belicensed to practice, by virtue of astatute providing that wordsimporting the masculine gender
only, may beextended tofemales,” and the Court held that “the affirmative decl aration that male persons
may be admitted isnot animplied denial to theright of females.” After passing her bar exams (June9,
1869) in Henry County, ArabellaMansfield was certified asthefirst femaelawyer inthe United States.

Even though shewas admitted to the bar she decided not to practicelaw. Arabellacontinued to teach
at lowaWedleyan University, and earned her Master’sDegreein 1870 and an LL.B., Bachelor of Laws
degreein 1872. Women'srights pioneers Eli zabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony praised Mansfield
when she passed the bar.

During this same period, she helped organize the lowaWoman's Suffrage Society. Arabellaworked
endlesdy to gain voting rightsfor women. Belle headed the lowaWoman’'s Suffrage Convention in 1870.

In 1879 sheand her hushand moved to Greencastle, Indianaand joined thefaculty of Indiana Asbury
University (later DePauw University). Her husband suffered anervousbreakdown in 1884 and after a
2-year period of caring for him, she placed himinan asylum.

In 1886, Arabellareturned to teaching at DePauw. Shetaught History, Aesthetics, and Music History.
In 1893, Arabellabecamethe Dean of the School of Art and in 1894 she became Dean of the School of
Music. She held both positionsuntil her death. ArabellaMansfield diedin Aurora, Illinoison August
2,1911, at the age of 65.
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Inconclusion, | am certain hardship, perseverance, faith and the passion for education contributed to
alifetimeof successfor ArabelaMansfied.

Resour ces:
Morello, Karen Berger - Thelnvisible Bar - Random House: New York. P. 3.1986
Sleeth, C. - First Women Lawyersin the United States - Internet Resource
“Women Lawyers’ (Regarding Admission of Mrs. B.A. Mansfield) - Woman’s Journal (Boston), April 22, 1876
Making History: Lelia Robinson’s Index to American Women Lawyers[*“ Introduction to Women Lawyersin the
United States” by Professor Barbara Allen Babcock — Stanford Law School (July 1998)
EncyclopaadiaBritannica, 1999
The Twentieth Century Biographical Dictionary of Notable Americans, Volume 3 - Daughtersof America; or Women

of the Century, Chapter XX1: Women Lawyers
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8-9 Grades: First Place

by Robert Martin, Grade 8
Central Academy, Des Moines
Sponsoring teacher: Janet Williams

Roxanne Conlin

Right now, | am doing something that the subject of thispaper refusesto do. Typing. Roxanne Conlin
isanlowawomanwho hasachieved nationa recognition for her work fighting prej udiceand discrimination.
Maybelessintentionally, she hasalso had atremendousimpact onmy life.

When Roxanne Conlin completed law school in 1966, shewas one of only 1500 fema elaw students
nationwide, and one of threewomenin her graduating class. Women werenot yet being taken serioudly as
attorneys. Roxanneknew thefate of many female attorneyswas assignment towork aslegal secretaries.
Determined to suffer no such fate, Roxanne said, 1 knew they couldn’t do that to meif | couldn’t type. “
Despite her lack of typing abilities, shewas mistaken for asecretary. At her first court appearance, the
judgerefusedtolet her represent her client. Roxannerecalls, “Hewasabsol utely convinced | could not be
alawyer and | wasinfact asecretary. For thefirst several yearsthat | practiced law, | carried my admission
certificatetothelowaBar with meat all times.

Weathering these early setbacks, Roxanne carved apath of shocking accomplishmentsthroughthe
legal profession for other young women to follow. She was appointed U.S. Attorney for the Southern
District of lowaduring the Carter administration, el ected thefirst femal e president of the Association of
Tria Lawyersof America, selected one of only two women membersto Inner Circle of Advocates, and
awarded morethan 15 verdictsof $1 million or morein discrimination cases.

Roxanne, however, is*“most proud that [her] children turned out to bevery nice people.” Roxannehas
been married 37 years, and hasfour children, and four grandchildren whom sheadores. Roxanne' sdomestic
lifemirrored her professional life. “1 have never cleaned, cooked, washed or ironed and | do not know
how to operate my dishwasher.” Sherefused tasks assumed to be women’swork so that she could focus
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onwhat she knew was moreimportant, like being present for her children.

My lifeintersected Roxanne' swhen she hired my mother asalaw clerk. | often accompanied my
mother to Roxanne soffice. | wastenyearsold at thetime. | remember thesmall forestsof paper traveling
inand out of her officeasshe prepared for mgor trids. Roxanne' sinfinite affection for children extended
beyond her immediatefamily. No matter how busy shewas, when | arrived, shewould stop what shewas
doingtogreet me.

What | did not understand then and appreciate now iswhat shewas accomplishing. Thenights| fell
adegp onthefloor in Roxanne soffice, my mother and many otherswerehe ping her preparefor enormous
trials. Onesuch trial resulted in an award of eighty million dollars, oneof thelargest jury verdictsina
discrimination casein U.S. history.

When | asked Roxannewhy she choseto fight for others' rightsinstead of goinginto moreprofitable
field of law, sheresponded, “ | becamealawyer and endured thedifficultiesof law school and the practice
only becausel wanted tofight for therightsof individual human beings.” Andwhen | asked Roxannewhat
advice shewould offer young women about their careers, shesaid, “ Accept nolimits.”

| think Roxanne’ sadviceisappropriatefor all young people. Roxanne Conlin should bewritteninto
history because sheis proof that nothing can stop usfor she broke each barrier that stood before her and
every accomplishment hasbeeninthenoble pursuit of equality for all.

Resour ces
Roxanne Barton Conlin: Overcoming biastojoin elitelitigators,
http //www.nl;.com/staging/special /121 7women-conlin.shtml
Bouncers' Trial Echoes Throughout Community http://www.dmregister.com/news/stories/c4788998/12794157.html
Roxanne Conlin and Associates P.C. website http:/www.roxanneconlinlaw.com
and an interview with Roxanne Barton Conlin (1/8/02)

8-9 Grades: Second Place
by Alyssa Hedrick, Grade 8
Wilson Junior High School, Council Bluffs
Sponsoring teacher: Sue Griswold

Writing Women Back Into History

History isvery important. We can learn from history, and learn about the people who made history.
Wel, I know that at school welearn about alot of famous people, such as George Washington, Benjamin
Franklin, and Thomas Jefferson. But, we never redlly study about famouswomen, or women who should
befamous. Thesewomen should berecognized and honored by being put intheir rightful place: thehistory
books.

| havelearned about one such woman. Her nameisElizabeth Cochrane, but she cameto beknownas
NelieBly. Neliewasafiery young girl, and shewas aways somewhat of arebel. So what makesher so
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gpecia ?Nellie Bly wasthefirst woman reporter.

When Elizabeth was 18, shewrotealetter to aloca newspaper, criticizing an editorial. Shewrotewith
such spirit and energy that they gave her ajob on that same paper. M ost people thought that hiring a
womanwasjust an elaboratejoke, and they didn’t realy pay her much attention. But Elizabeth refused to
beignored.

Elizabeth had an origina styleof reporting that madeterrific stories. Shedid* stunt reporting”. Shegot
her best storiesthisway. I’ |l tell you about one of the biggest storiesshe' sever done. Shewrotethiswhile
writing for the New York World. Therewasan insane asylum called Blackwell 1dand, and it wasrumored
that the patientstherewere mistreated. Elizabeth passed hersdlf off asinsane, fooling not only the police,
but aboard of doctorsaswell. She madeit to theisland. Elizabeth befriended the other patients, and
becamejust another patient. The nurseswere horrible. They gavethemice cold baths, nearly drowning
them at times. They each got onethin, raggedy blanket, and cold unsanitary food. The doctorswere
incompetent and inexperienced. It didn’t look good.

Elizabeth’ sboss busted her out after two weeks, and her passionate words shocked the country and
Blackwell Idand now had competent and caring nursesand doctors. Shesigned thisstory “Nellie Bly”,
and that iswhat shewas called from then on.

Nelliedid lotsof storieslikethis. She went into sSlums, helped the poor, and busted cruel factory
workers. To those shewrote about, Nellie Bly wasahero, and she hel ped acountless number of people.
But shewasn't donewith her stunts. Nellie Bly made atrip around theworld, trying to beet Phileas Foggs
record of elghty days. Shewent unescorted, and nobody thought she could doiit. But shedid, circling the
globein 72 days, 6 hours, and 10 minutes!

Nellie Bly wasawonder and ahero to all who shewrote about. Every day |etters came pouring into
her, begging her to do astory about their life. Shewasvery popular. But what | view asher biggest success
isthat she had entered aman’sworld and beaten them at their own game!

| believethat Nellie Bly truly belongsin the history books. For so long we' ve heard about that man,
and that man, but we' ve scarcely heard about that woman, and | think it’ simportant that wedo. NellieBly
has opened up awhole new field of opportunity for women all across America, andtojust forget her
would beaninsult to her memory and to thewhol e newspaper industry. Shehasreally been aninspiration
to meto push thelimits, and work my hardest. She accomplished so much, and thisisan honor that she
deserves.

Bibliography
Noble, Iris; Nellie Bly, First Woman Reporter J. Messner New York 1956
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8-9 Grades: Third Place

by Chelsea Combs, Grade 8
Central Academy, Des Moines
Sponsoring teacher: Russell Vanderhoef

Millie Webb

MillieWebb isan extremely inspiring woman. She has been through so much painin her life, but she
makesthebest out of it by helping others. In 1971, Millie'slifewas changed forever asaresult of adrunk
driving crash. Itisamazing that Millie has suffered so much and yet isso willing to help othersand makea
differenceintheworld. Shenow worksdiligently to help thosewho have experienced the pain caused by
drunk drivers. Millie Webb should bewritten into history for her courage and accomplishmentsinthe
MADD organization.

OnAugust 14, 1971, adrunk driver rear-ended Millie Webb, her husband, their daughter, and their
nephew. Their car caught on fire and flipped over, throwing Millie and the children into theroad. She
suffered burnson morethan seventy-three percent of her body. Her four-year-old daughter, Lori, had also
suffered severe burnsand died two weeks after the crash. Milli€' snineteen-month-old nephew, Mitchell,
had more burnsand died within six hoursof the crash. Her husband, Roy, haspinsin hishandsfromtrying
to extinguishtheflameson hisfamily’sbodies. At thetimeof the crash, Milliewas seven months pregnant.t
Her baby had to be delivered two months prematurely because of the crash. Millie’ snew baby daughter
waslegally blind asaresult of thecrash.2 Although Millie has suffered terrible pain from drunk driving, she
has dedicated her lifeto educating othersand fighting for change.

In 1981 Milliebecameinvolved inthe Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) organization.® She
formed thefirst MADD chapter in Tennesseein 1982. In 1991 shewas elected totheMADD Nationa
Board of Directorsand served two three-year terms.* She has served asamember of the board’s public
policy and asvice president of victimissues. In 2000 Milliewas el ected National President of MADD.®
Shehopesthat she can savelivesby raising awareness about drunk driving. She also hopesto lower the
blood a cohol content lawsto .08 in all fifty states. Milliewantsto prevent underage drinking by having
more community outreach and educationa programsfor youth. She should bewritteninto history for her
dedication and progressinthe MADD organi zation.

Millie Webb hasmadeahugeimpact on my life. In 1994 my aunt, Tammy Sullivan, tragically diedina
drunk driving crash. My family experienced thesame painthat Millieand her family experienced. Sncemy
aunt’ sdesth, my family hasbeeninvolved withthe M ADD organization. Millieisdefinitely arolemode for
me. | would liketo have the same determination and spirituality that Millie does. | admire her for her
willingnessto help others. Shehasawonderful attitudetoward what shedoesand lifeingenerd. If everyone
werealittlebit morelike Millie, thisworld would beamuch better place.

MillieWebbisanamazingindividua. She hasmadeahugedifferencein thelivesof many people by
educating othersabout the effects of drinking and driving. She has suffered so much pain, but hastaken
that suffering to hel p other people. Sheremainsoptimistic, eventhrough al that she hasexperienced. Millie
has made many accomplishmentsinthe MADD organization and continuesto work hard to lower the
number of drunk drivers on the roads. Millie should be written into history for her dedication and
accomplishmentsintheMADD organization.

tvaerieKafrin,“New MADD Leader’s Trid by FireFrom Exploding Car to National Podium,” Internet, www.A PBnews.com
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Best Essays on Women in Science and Engineering

for 6-7th Grades: First Place

by Kiersten Ruff, Grade 7
Wilson Junior High School, Council Bluffs
Sponsoring teacher: Sue Griswold

Women in History

Everybody knows Elizabeth Blackwell for being thefirst women doctor, but not al peopleknow how
hard it wasto make her dream cometrue.

Elizabeth was born near Bristol, England in 1821. When afire destroyed her father’s business,
eleven-year-old Elizabeth and her family moved to New York City. After spending only threeyearsthere,
they moved to New Jersey, and then to Cincinnati afew yearsafter that. Whilein Cincinnati, her father
died and Elizabeth, her mother, and her sisters started teaching to earn money for thefamily.

Elizabeth could have been ateacher, but she soon got bored and decided to go into medicine. Before
she applied to amedical school she studied privately. When she applied to Medical Schoolssuch as
Harvard and Yale, shehad no luck until Geneva College accepted her.

Even though Elizabeth wasin school, shestill had along way to go. That first year wastough, and her
professorsor classmatesdid not respect her. Inthe summer of 1848, shefinally wasgiven the chanceto
practicemedicine.

When Elizabeth graduated in 1849, sheleft for England to finish her studies. Whilethere, she had
completed her midwifery course and got ophthalmia, an eyeinfection. Thismadeher blindinoneeye, and
ended her plansto be asurgeon.

Elizabeth returned to New York in 1851, but she could not continue her medicine becausenoingtitution
would take her. Whilewaiting, she adopted an orphan named Katharine Barry or “Kitty”. Sheasowrote
apaper about theimportance of hygiene.

By doing this, aQuaker organization gave her support by referring patientsto her. Soon Elizabeth was
inbusinesswith her sister Emily and Dr. Marie Zakrzewska. In 1858, shewent back to England andin
1859 she becamethefirst woman to have her name onthe Medica Register of the United Kingdom.

L ater that year shereturned to New York. When the Civil War began, her plansfor opening women’s
medical school wasdeayed, but in 1868 the school was established. Then Elizabeth moved to Londonto
practice medicinethere.

Whilethere she helped with the National Health Society. Shethen becameaprofessor at the London
School of Medicinefor Women. In 1910 Elizabeth Blackwell died.
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Elizabeth Blackwell taught methat if you fight for your dreams, they can cometrue. Sheaso taught me
never to give up despitethe odds. Elizabeth Blackwell showed women that they can be anything they want
to be. Elizabeth Blackwell wasbrave and inspiring person.

Bibliography
Encarta.msn.com Dec 18" 2001 © 2001 Microsoft Corporation

Best Essays on Women in Science and Engineering

for 8-9th Grades: First Place

by Stephanie Schultze, Grade 8
Goodrell Middle School, Des Moines
Sponsoring teacher: Suzanne Case-Card

The Lady of DNA

Rosalind Franklin wasone of thefirst peopleto seeand photograph DNA. DNA isthe genetic coding
withinliving cellsthat directsthe cells. Rosalind Franklin’s pictures hel ped James Watson and Francis
Crick discover the double helix shape of DNA. Shedidnot get credit for the hel p she gavethem, even
when Watson and Crick won the Nobel Prizefor their discovery. Rosalind Franklinis onewoman who
should bewritteninto history.

Rosalind Franklin wasborn on July 25, 1920, in London. She attended Cambridge University and
graduated in 1941. She moved to France and then back to England and began work at King's College.
There she photographed DNA using X-ray crystallography, which shehad learned in France. Her pictures
of DNA were so good that Watson and Crick used her picturesto help them discover the structure of
DNA. After this, sheleft King's Collegeand went to Birbeck College. Shebeganto study virusstructure.
Unfortunately, not long after, shewas diagnosed with ovarian cancer. Shedied on April 16, 1958, at the
age of thirty-seven. (FionaFoster)

Watson and Crick would probably not have discovered the structure of DNA without Rosdind Franklin's
help. Wilkins, aco-worker of Franklin, gave her picturesto Watson and Crick. “ They got most of their
information from the documentsthat Wilkins showed them. Those documents hel ped them pull together
information they had missed, but Rosalind hadn’t” (Fiona Foster). Thisgoes even further to show that
Rosdlind Franklin should bewritteninto history.

Rosalind Franklinisinteresting to me because she photographed DNA whichiswhat makesour lives
possible. Shedso studied virusstructure, so that al of usknow what aviruslookslike. It makes sensethat
itiseasier tofind acurefor something if you know what it lookslike.

Itisimportant for women to berecogni zed for thingsthey have accomplished, evenif therecognition
comeséfter they die. Rosalind Franklin hasgotten somerecognition, most of it after her deeth. Towardthe
end of her life, shewasrecognized by being asked to build model s of virusesfor the 1957 BrusselsWorld
Fair. (FionaFoster)
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| cameacrossRosalind Franklininan articlein U.S. Newsand World Report. | saw it asan example
of awoman who should be morewell knownin history. In history, men havetaken credit for nearly al
discoveriesmade by mankind. Women such asRosalind Franklin have aided greatly in these discoveries
but have not received nearly asmuch credit. Rosalind Franklin deservesto bewritten into history because
shephotographed DNA, which helped Watson and Crick to discover DNA structure. All women deserve
tobepart of history, but Rosalind Franklin standsout inthe crowd.

Sour ces
Foster, Fiona. Rosalind Franklin. 5 Jan. 2002 <http://www.bvsd.k12.co.us/school s/cent/Newspaper/Feb99/stories/
franklin.html>
Sayre, Anne. Rosalind Franklin and DNA. New York: W.W. Norton and Company, Inc., 1975.
Sobel, Rachel. “The Scientist Who Saw What We' re Made Of “ U.S. News and World Report, 9 July, 2001:59
Watson, James. The Double Helix. Tennessee: Kingsport Press, 1968.

Best Essays on Women in Science and Engineering

for 8-9th Grades: Second Place

by Emily Nagle, Grade 8
Jefferson Junior High School, Dubuque
Sponsoring teacher: William Krocheski

Emilie Du Chatelet

Emilie Du Chatelet was born on December 17, 1706 in Paris, France. She grew up at atimewhen
society disapproved of educated women. Her father recognizing her talent, began teaching her Italian,
English, Greek, and German. Also shewasgiven abas c education fromtutors. Spiteof her ability tolearn
languages shehad ainfinitelovefor math and science.

Emiliewasan averagelooking girl who wastall with large, poetic eyes. At theageof 19, threeyears
after shewasintroducedto court life, shemarried 34 year old Marquis Du Chatelet. Thetwoweremarried
withvery littlecommon interests. Together Emilieand Marquishad threechildren; evenwith themarriage
and children, Emilierefused to give up her fascination with math. Sinceit wascommon for peopleto have
affairs, Marquis, had many affairs. After two affairs, Emilie conquered the heart of Voltaire, who wasone
of themost brilliant scholars of histime. They spent most of their timeat Cirey-Sur-Blaise, to get away
fromthetirdesscourt lifein Paris. Emilieattached hersdlf to theworksof Leibuiz; sheexplained apart of
hissystemin abook entitled Institutions de physique.

Thetime she spent at Cirey-Sur-Blaisewasthe most productiveandintenseyearsof her life. Whileshe
wasthere, it wassaid by oneof their servants, that they both stayed in front of their desksand worked very
hard, they had not liketo be disturbed. When Emiliedid retired for abreak shedidn’t seemto bethesame
person. Inreplace of being serioustherewasan air of vivacity toward society.

Soon &fter, sheabandoned her work on Leibuiz, and started working on Newton’sdiscoveries. Emilie
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wasextremely successful intrandating all of Newton’swork into French. Before publishing her book
Ingtitutionsde physiquein 1740 sheadded toit an“ Algebraica Commentary” inwhich very few generd
readersunderstood. Although shedidn’t get al the credit that she deserved. After thebook waspublished
her old tutor, Koenig, told everyonethat what she had written was merely arehash of what hetaught her.
Although the knowledgeabl e scientistsknew her capabilities, shedidn’t believe shereceived the support
shedeserved. At thistime Emiliefelt being awomenreally worked against her.

Emiliethenfell inlovewith Marquisde Saint-Lambert, aminor poet and courtier. Even with thenew
love, Voltaire, still remained her colleague. After concluding her work, in 1749, with Clairaut, anold friend
with whom she had been studying, sherealized that her book on Newton awaited completion. Shewas
determined to finishit, so shetook to alifethat consisted of only working. Shewoke up early inthe
morning and stayed up late actively working on her book. All thiseffort practically terminated her socia
life. Early in September 1749, Emilie gave birth to her daughter. Shewas healthy for severa days, but
suddenly on September 10, Emily died, followed just daysafter by her child. It wasrecorded that Voltaire
wasdistraught by her death.

Gabrielle-EmilieLeTonnelier de Breteuil, Marquise du Chatel et died at the age of 43. Soon after her
death her book on Newton was published. Though her lifewasshort, it waswell lived. Emiliewasatruly
peerlesswomen, whose achievementswereimmense. Emilie Du Chatelet, isarole model to everyone.
Sheshowed that if you have enough of apassionfor something, you can achieve anything, no matter what
thecircumstance.

Edith Rose Murphy Sackett Award for the

Best Essay on a Woman Volunteer

by Quinnetta Claytor, Grade 8
Central Academy, Des Moines
Sponsoring teacher: Jerry Leventhal

Evelyn K. Scott Davis

It wasabright, summer Sunday with the radiant sun beaming through the fluffy, white clouds. With
dow but steadfast strides, Mrs. Davis steadily approached the M aple Street Baptist Church. Thischurch
iIswheresherefocused and reorgani zed her thoughts. Shewasrespected andlooked upon asarevolutionary
woman. Thisweekly routinea lowed her to facethetrial sand tribul ations of theuncivil, but urbane society.
Evelyn K. Scott Daviswas an opinionated woman with avoice that could change many unfortunate
aspectsof life. Being ableto help needy peopleand transform and modify their lifestyles, she contributed
extraordinary featsto her community.

Mrs. Daviswas born in Kansas City, Missouri on April 20, 1921. She spent her childhood in the
cod-mining town of Hiteman, lowa. Throughout her lifetime, shewasingtilled with positiveand optimistic
morals. Thelast sixty yearsof her lifewere spentin DesMoines, where she changed thelivesof many, in
unforgettableways; and she became nationally known asawise educator and exponential |eader for the
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poor. Shedied at the age of 80.

Mrs. Daviswanted to make adifferencein her community, and she continually stroveto makean
impact ineveryone'slife. In DesMoines, neighborhoodswerefilled with poverty-stricken parents. Mothers
and fathersbarely made ends meet with small salariesand endlesstroubles. Mrs. Davishad avision that
could help theseindigent and oppressed people. She hel ped found the Tiny Tots Family Outreach Center
in1965. Thisnon-profit daycare center dlowed thousandsof parentsto pursue employment and educationa
opportunities. Later, in responseto thelack of accessto medical servicesto destitutefamiliesand their
children, Mrs. Davisinitiated the Evelyn K. DavisFreeMedical Clinic. While participating in numerous
boardsand projects, Davis sleadership continued to impact the city of DesMoinesand beyond. Boththe
Inner Urban Health Board and United Way Vol unteer Board benefited from her knowledge. Shewasa so
affiliated with community groups, suchasMid-City Vison Caodition and S stersOn Target, an encouragement
group for African American womeninvolved in politics. Because of her courage and persistence, Mrs.
Daviswasrewarded in many ways. In 1996, the Nationa Black Child Devel opment Ingtitute, Inc., honored
Mrs. Daviswith the highest volunteer recognition. Shewasa so honored withaDesMoinesHuman Rights
Award. Intheearly 90's, Evelyn Davisinitiated profitable community projects, such asthe Forest Avenue
Library, Evelyn K. DavisPark, and | ater, the new Grubb Y MCA.

Her wonderful spirit, persondity, and accomplishments have not only inspired the community, but they
also haveinspired me personally. Knowing that we can change the unfortunate circumstancesinwhich
peoplefind themsealves, setting goalsof high standard, Mrs. Davisexhibited the generous contri butions of
afathful, God fearing, world changing woman. Her lifeachievementsmakemefed likethe ky isthelimit.
| will alwaysacknowledge her contributionsto theworld. Shewas alwaysreg uvenated with adisposition
that al peopleshould have. Alwayswilling to help and go the extramile, Mrs. Daviswaswarm- hearted
everyday of her life. So, as| haveeveryday of my life, | will remember her spirit and character and dways
gothat extramile.

Mrs. Daviswasahistorical figurethat had accomplished soaring goals. Driven and determined to
succeed, her generosity and warm heartednesswere highlightsof her nature. Opening the doorsto many
needy families, Mrs. Daviswasalife changing person. Somewould till beintheterriblelife of poverty if
not for her courage and perseverance. Shewill surely beremembered long after her death, by meand
many others.
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